Middle School Homeschool Days: Mach 2024
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Norman Rockwell was born in New York in 1894 and died in 1978 at the age of 84. He began art classes
when he was 14, and by age 22 he was illustrating for The Saturday Evening Post, which was a coveted
job for illustrators of his day. Rockwell was a great storyteller, but he used paints and canvas instead

of penned words on paper. His illustrations were used for calendars, books, and several magazines. His
original artworks number over 4,000. Rockwell may be best known for his Four Freedoms: Freedom of
Speech, Freedom of Worship, Freedom from Want & Freedom from Fear. These were illustrated after
Franklin Roosevelt’s speech on freedom, and the paintings toured America to raise money for WWII.

Norman Rockwell is known as “America’s Artist.”

Please note: As M&G’s host location for Homeschool Days, Mack Library will feature books each month for

parents to reference as resources. We hope these additional features will further support your teaching at home.

Norman Rockwell Chalk Art Tutorial Self Portrait

i! Norman Rockwell
Chalk Art Tutorial
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Make your own triple self-portrait like Rockwell!

Follow the directions at this link:

ourbesthomeschool.com norman-rockwell-chalk—art-tutorlal
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Norman Rockwell’s April Fool Series

“The covers turned seemingly innocent depictions of American life upside-down with hundreds of top-
sy-turvy injections of laughable absurdity. The first of the paintings appeared on April 3, 1943; the second
on March 31, 1945; and the final April Fools’ Day cover on April 3,1948. The scenes are simple Rockwell
“Americana”: an elderly couple playing chess, a man fishing while leaning against a tree, and a girl shop-

ping for a doll—all comically, nonsensically twisted.” The Saturday Evening Post

April Fool, 1945
Can you find the 53 errors in Rockwell’s second April Fools painting?

To see the errors listed go to Norman Rockwell's April Fools Covers | The Saturday Evening Post
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NORMAN ROCKWELL'S APRIL-FOOL COVER - SEE PAGE 2
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https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2010/09/rockwell-april1/

Additional Jfamcm

To learn more about Norman Rockwell, click on the links below:

* For Rockwell information, videos, artwork, and more check out the Norman Rockwell Museum

in Stockbridge, MA: https:/www.nrm.org

e Parents can continue the instruction of illustrator Norman Rockwell with the teacher packet

from the Norman Rockwell Museum: www.nrm.org/pdfs/teacher_resource.pdf

e To find more Norman Rockwell biography information and fun activities visit:

Norman Rockwell Biography and Activities for Kids - Liberty Hill House

* View a short video to watch Rockwell’s painting process:

Norman Rockwell’s Painting Process (youtube.com)

e See the details and story behind Rockwell’s famous painting, Triple Self-Portrait, with this

video: Rockwell Video Minute: Triple Self-Portrait (youtube.com)

« For many more Rockwell videos go to: Rockwell Video Minute | The Saturday Evening Post

Due to the changing nature of web resources, M&G strongly urges you as the parent to preview these sites before your child accesses
them. The fact that these sites are available on this handout does not imply that M&G endorses their content from the standpoint of mor-
als, philosophy, theology, or scientific hypotheses.

M&G Educational Mission:

Through tours, events, and publications, the Museum & Gallery seeks to partner with educators in
fulfilling all of the National Visual Arts Content Standards. By integrating art into the core cur-
riculum, M&G’s goals are to teach children to value the arts, to communicate through the arts, to
become creative problem solvers through the inclusion of STEAM-related concepts and fully-de-
veloped STEAM units, to understand history and culture in light of the arts, to improve literary Ko s
interest and understanding through visual storytelling, to critique the arts, and to develop an aes- |
thetic awareness of the arts. Through fulfilling the mission, M&G is able to help develop citizens
who have the ability to think, feel, and understand the world in which they live.

MUSeUMaND93LLERY.0R9


https://www.nrm.org
http://www.nrm.org/pdfs/teacher_resource.pdf
https://www.libertyhillhouse.com/2016/01/29/norman-rockwell-lesson-activities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlufEZCh1Mk&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeSqxJNU27c&t=17s
https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/Rockwell-Video/



